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While in Japan ..

do as they do and dorn’t what they won’t

Take off your shoes before entering
your host's home. Ensure that there
are no holes in your socks !

The Japanese are a naturally
hygiene-conscious people, except
when it comes to park and train toilets.
So, no spitting, littering or “committing
nuisance” in public places.

No tipping. Except for a sure shot at
the races.

If you're someone’'s guest, soap
yourself outside the bathtub. Get into
it only for a rinse. Do not drain the
water out, as the rest of the family will
bathe in the same water. As an

honoured guest, you get first go.

The number “4” is inauspicious. No
gifts should have four items or pieces.
Certain hotels and hospitals dispense
with Room No.4.

If a funeral car passes by, hide your
thumb. You may be mistakenly taken
aboard for wanting to hitch a ride.

Bow while greeting, thanking or
apologising. Stop before you get a
slipped disc !

In a bar, never pour sake or beer into
your glass. Pour it into your friend’s.
He / she will fill up your glass. If you
get drunk, you can always blame it on
the other guy / gal.

Visiting cards should be presented with
both hands, with the printed matter
facing the receiver.

If you are sitting on tatami mats in a
restaurant or home, you can bow to
someone while on your knees. Never
stand on the mats.

If you have a business appointment
at 9 am, it means you should walk
through the door at 8.55 am.

During a negotiation, if you have to
blow your nose, leave the room.

Otherwise, you may blow the
contract.

There is no custom that remotely
follows the “Ladies first” routine.
Except, of course, in the maternity
ward.

When they laugh, Japanese women
often cover their mouths in keeping
with an old belief that showing bone is
unclean.

It is customary to say “itadakimasu”
before eating, “Gochisosama deshita”
after eating, if you're being treated.
And “Kanpai!” for “Cheers!” Of
course, the last one is the simplest to
pronounce.

Avoid boarding the Shinkansen (Bullet
Train) during the rush hour as you
may be pushed into the compartment
by official “pushers” on the platform
who ensure that more commuters fit
into the train. Tinned sardines have
an easier time.

When welcoming guests, it is
customary to hand them a small,
moist, rolled-up towel called an
“oshibori” for wiping their hands. The
towel should be cold in summer and
hot in winter. The order could be
reversed, if the guests are
unwelcome ones.

Book your tee-off three months in
advance. Don't collapse if your host
tells you he plays to 48 handicap.

If you're eating sushi or sashimi, have
it in one guip.

If you play dumb charades and want
to portray a steam engine, have a
good helping of their horseradish

sauce. You'll hoot and your ears will
steam.

in respectable company, remember
that “Geisha” is not the name of the

girl next door.
- Compiled by SN
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